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Climate of Challenges? 
Opportunities?



Common Core
• Commitment  by NYS : January 2010. Now 

adopted by 46 States

• Common definition of readiness at each grade 
level, back mapped from College and Career 
readiness

• Rigorous content and application of knowledge• Rigorous content and application of knowledge
• NYS Adopted ELA and Math Standards: 2010

• Intended to cultivate critical thinking and 
academic independence

• Demands significant shifts in Teaching and 
Learning

• Coherence of Content within and across all 
disciplines and grade levels





Shift Happens when….

• Administrators  match resources to the priorities 
of a Common Core Curriculum

– Teachers ensure that students experience a 
balance of literature and informational texts at 
all grade levels

– Students experience a dramatic increase in – Students experience a dramatic increase in 
time spent with evidence-based analysis of text 

– Students  understand math conceptually and 
solve problems rooted in real world application

• Students are fluent with math facts.  (Remember the 
flash cards?)

• Students  decide which tools  and formula are 
appropriate 



COMMON CORE STANDARDS 

ELA INSTRUCTIONAL SHIFTS

Shift Shift Shift Shift 1 1 1 1 PKPKPKPK----5555, Balancing Informational & Literary , Balancing Informational & Literary , Balancing Informational & Literary , Balancing Informational & Literary TextsTextsTextsTexts
Students read a true balance of informational and literary texts. At least 50% of what students read is informational.

Shift Shift Shift Shift 2 2 2 2 6666----12 12 12 12 Knowledge in the DisciplinesKnowledge in the DisciplinesKnowledge in the DisciplinesKnowledge in the Disciplines
Content area teachers outside of the ELA classroom emphasize literacy. Students are expected to learn from what they 

read.

Shift 3 Shift 3 Shift 3 Shift 3 Staircase Staircase Staircase Staircase of Complexityof Complexityof Complexityof ComplexityShift 3 Shift 3 Shift 3 Shift 3 Staircase Staircase Staircase Staircase of Complexityof Complexityof Complexityof Complexity
Students read the central, grade appropriate text around which instruction is centered. Appropriate and necessary 

scaffolding and supports make success possible for students reading below grade level.

Shift Shift Shift Shift 4 4 4 4 TextTextTextText----based based based based AnswersAnswersAnswersAnswers
Classroom experiences stay deeply connected to the text. Students make evidentiary arguments both in conversation, as 

well as in writing to assess comprehension of a text.

Shift 5Shift 5Shift 5Shift 5 Writing Writing Writing Writing from Sourcesfrom Sourcesfrom Sourcesfrom Sources
Writing needs to emphasize use of evidence to inform or make an argument rather than the personal narrative. 

Shift 6 Shift 6 Shift 6 Shift 6 Academic Academic Academic Academic VocabularyVocabularyVocabularyVocabulary

Focus strategically on comprehension of pivotal and commonly found words and less on esoteric literary terms. 



The Shifts Build Toward College and 

Career Readiness for All Students

• Complexity: Complexity: Complexity: Complexity: Regular practice with complex text and its 

academic language.

• Evidence: Evidence: Evidence: Evidence: Reading and writing grounded in evidence from 

text, literary and informational. 

• Knowledge:Knowledge:Knowledge:Knowledge: Building knowledge through content rich 

nonfiction. 



Grades Literature Informational

K-2 50% 50%

3-5 50% 50%

6-12 30%
-fiction
-poetry
-drama
-Shakespeare

70%
“substantially more literary non-fiction”
-essays
-speeches
-opinion pieces
-biographies

Reading Types Across the Grade Levels

-biographies
-journalism
-historical
-scientific
-contemporary events
-nature
-the arts
-Founding Documents
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Use what you have learned from reading “Daedalus and Icarus” by Ovid and 

“To a Friend Whose Work Has Come to Triumph” by Anne Sexton to write an 

essay that provides an analysis of how Sexton transforms Daedalus and Icarus.

As a starting point, you may want to consider what is emphasized, absent, or 

different in the two texts, but feel free to develop your own focus for analysis. 

Grade 10 Prose Constructed-Response Item

Develop your essay by providing textual evidence from both texts.  Be sure 

to follow the conventions of standard English.



• Specific CCSS alignment to:

– RL.10.1 (use of evidence); RI.10.9  (comparison of authors’ presentation); RL.10.10 

(complex texts). 

– W.10.2 (writing to inform and explain); W.10.4 (writing coherently); W.10.9 

(drawing evidence from texts).

– L10.1-3 (grammar and conventions).

Aligns to the Standards and Aligns to the Standards and Aligns to the Standards and Aligns to the Standards and 
Reflects Good PracticeReflects Good PracticeReflects Good PracticeReflects Good Practice

– L10.1-3 (grammar and conventions).

• Measures the ability to explain how one text transforms ideas from 

another text by focusing on a specific concept presented in the texts (the 
transformation of ideas with regard to the experience of flying). 

• Asks students to write to sources rather than write to a de-contextualized 
prompt.

• Focuses on students’ rigorously citing evidence for their answer.

• Requires students to demonstrate they can apply the knowledge of 

language and conventions when writing.
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1. When was this picture taken?

2. How would you describe the photograph 

to others?

3. What caption would you write for this 

photograph

4. What might they say about their future?

5. What might these boys say about their work in 

an interview setting?

6. What is the significance of this photo for the 

time period depicted?

7. How would the picture be different if it was 

taken today? 



Are Your Curriculum and Instructional Practices Are Your Curriculum and Instructional Practices Are Your Curriculum and Instructional Practices Are Your Curriculum and Instructional Practices 
Aligned to the Common Core Standards?Aligned to the Common Core Standards?Aligned to the Common Core Standards?Aligned to the Common Core Standards?

• Are you aware of your students’ current reading levels so you can plan appropriately?

• Are you thoughtfully selecting text for students to read, carefully selecting it based on its appropriate 

complexity for your students? Are your decisions based on a true belief in the materials and their 

ability to meet the varied needs of the Common Core Standards or because those materials are what 

are currently in our inventory?

• Have you been providing students with appropriately complex nonfiction text based on its own merit 

as well as its ability to complement works of fiction?

• Are students gaining knowledge through their exposure to texts rather than having it solely based on 

your lecture and instructional activities?

• Have you been asking your students to do “close reading” activities where they read, reread, and • Have you been asking your students to do “close reading” activities where they read, reread, and 

annotate text to deeply understand its meaning and purpose?

• Does your classroom have a leveled library and/or do you have a mechanism for recommending 

excellent texts to students?

• Are students learning, using the writing process, how to create expository, narrative, and argument 

essays?

• Do you ask students to support their oral or written claims with specific evidence from the source 

instead of simply relying on background information?

• Are you providing feedback to students using a Common Core Standard-aligned scoring rubric? Is it 

assisting with students taking greater ownership of their writing and their progress from one writing 

assignment to the next?

• Have you been collecting and posting student work so students can see both work in progress as 

well as completed exemplars?



Aligned to the Common Core Standards Aligned to the Common Core Standards Aligned to the Common Core Standards Aligned to the Common Core Standards contdcontdcontdcontd

• Are your students exposed to appropriate vocabulary terms that will benefit them in your class as well 

as other disciplines? Do you first consider the level of difficulty related to the terms you discuss with 

your students?

• Are you teaching less units of study in a year but going into greater depth with them? Have you been 

able to eliminate certain lessons or themes that seem less instructionally vital?

• Are you making students aware of the new level of standards, using items such as “I can…” statements 

to assist them in taking an active role in their learning?

• Are you frequently asking students to use technology to research information and to present their 

understanding of it to others?

• Have you been meeting with colleagues, possibly during team or grade-level meetings, to discuss “best • Have you been meeting with colleagues, possibly during team or grade-level meetings, to discuss “best 

practices” and resources?

• Have you attended professional development conferences to learn about current practices and 

resources?

• Do you visit the website www.engageny.org to see the latest information related to the Common Core 

Standards?

• Have you revisited modules that have been completed in the past, revising them as necessary?

• Do you provide test preparation in an organic fashion, weaving questions and prompts into your day-to-

day lessons that will make students successful on standardized tests?

• Are you meeting with colleagues and supervisors to share student work?



Common Core Standards
Fewer…Deeper….Clearer…Higher
• What does the Common Core look like in 

classrooms?

• What does the Common Core look like in 

student work?student work?

• What does the Common Core look like in the 

hallway?





Kindergarten:

The Stages of 

the Writing 

Process

Writing Standards

Production and Distribution of Writing

K.W.5 With guidance and support from 

adults, respond to questions and 

suggestions from peers and add details to 

strengthen writing as needed.



Kindergarten: Generating ideas to write about

Writing Standard

Text Types and Purposes

K.W.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events.



2nd Grade

Studying Non-

Fiction 

Features

Reading Standards for Informational Text:

Craft and Structure

2.RIT.5 Know and use various text features (e.g., 
captions, bold print, subheadings, glossaries, indexes, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 
information in a text efficiently.



2nd grade Biography Unit:

After researching their person of interest, 

students found a quote and inferred what 

the person might be thinking

Reading Standards: Key Ideas and Details

2.RL.3 Describe how characters in a story respond to major 
events and challenges.



3rd Grade 



3rd Grade

Speaking and Listening Standards: Comprehension and Collaboration

3.SL.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 
partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.



Reflecting on writing

3rd grade

Writing Standards: Range of Writing 

3.W.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for   
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames  (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.



4th grade

Reading Literature and Informational texts

Questioning strategies





Essential Question: How does text evidence help deepen our understanding of 

the story’s characters?

Reading Standards for Literature:

Key Ideas and Details

3.RL.1 Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text, 
referring explicitly to the text as the 
basis for the answers.



Reading Literature

Key Ideas and Details

4.RL.1 Refer to details and examples in 

4th Grade

4.RL.1 Refer to details and examples in 

a text when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text.

4.RL.3 Describe in depth a character, 

setting, or event in a story or drama, 

drawing on specific details in the text.

4RL.2 Determine a theme of a story, 

drama, or poem from details in the text; 

summarize the text



4th grade Essential Questions

Reading Informational Text

Key Ideas and Details

4.RIT.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or 

concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 

text, including what happened and why, based 

on specific information in the text.

Reading Informational Text

Integration of Knowledge and Ideas

4.RIT.7 Interpret information presented visually, 

orally, or quantitatively and explain how the 

information contributes to an understanding of 

the text in which it appears.





Building Domain Specific Vocabulary













COMMON CORE STANDARDS 

MATH INSTRUCTIONAL SHIFTS
Shift 1Shift 1Shift 1Shift 1 FocusFocusFocusFocus

Narrow and deepen the scope of how time and energy is spent in the math classroom, to focus deeply on only the concepts 
that are prioritized in the standards. 

Shift 2 Shift 2 Shift 2 Shift 2 CoherenceCoherenceCoherenceCoherence

Carefully connect the learning within and across gr ades so each standard is not a new event, but an ex tension of previous 
learning.

Shift 3 Shift 3 Shift 3 Shift 3 FluencyFluencyFluencyFluency

Speed and accuracy with simple calculations; studen ts memorize core functions so that they are more abl e to understand Speed and accuracy with simple calculations; studen ts memorize core functions so that they are more abl e to understand 
and manipulate more complex concepts.

Shift 4Shift 4Shift 4Shift 4 Deep UnderstandingDeep UnderstandingDeep UnderstandingDeep Understanding

Teachers teach more than “how to get the answer.” Dev elopment of deep conceptual understanding of core m ath concepts 
by applying them to new situations. 

Shift 5 ApplicationApplicationApplicationApplication

Students are expected to use math and choose the ap propriate concept for application even when not pro mpted to do so. -
Math concepts in “real world situations.”

Shift 6Shift 6Shift 6Shift 6 Dual IntensityDual IntensityDual IntensityDual Intensity

Students are practicing and understanding. “Drills” a nd skills as balanced through extended application of math concepts. 



Instead of going a mile wide and an 
inch deep…

Go an inch wide and a mile deep



Role of Administrators
• FOCUS: Fewer, higher leverage content

– Work with teachers to prioritize content

– Provide time for teachers to deepen their knowledge

– Help teachers with time management

• Coherence: Year to Year knowledge building
– Allow time for vertical articulation and planning

• Fluency: Practicing basic skills with intensity
– Build school culture around fluencies

• Deep Understanding:  Multiple ways to demonstrate • Deep Understanding:  Multiple ways to demonstrate 
understanding
– Professional development  on what student  mastery looks like

– Teachers spend time in conversation about student work

• Application: Real world application across disciplines
– Create a culture of collaboration across disciplines

• Dual Intensity (Fluency and Application)
– Look for evidence of fluency and application in classroom visitations





Third Grade – (Properties)

Pre - Common Core

(3 x 4) x 2 = 3 x (4 x 2)

This equation is an example of which property? 



I can rewrite a 
multiplication problem in 

several different ways.



Third Grade – (Properties)

Common Core
The teachers write 9 x 8 on the board. Jill says “that is equal to 

12 x 6!” The teacher asks Jill to show her work on the board. Jill

writes The teacher says “That’s excellent!"

Shift:
Deep 

Understanding

A) Use Jill’s method to determine a 
pair of factors that is equal to 16 x 6.

B) Explain how you arrived at your 
answer.



Grade 3: 



Sixth Grade – (Ratios)

Pre - Common Core

There are 16 red cubes and 24 blue cubes on a

table. What is the ratio of red cubes to bluetable. What is the ratio of red cubes to blue

cubes?



I can use ratios to I can use ratios to 

describe everyday 

situations. 



Grade 6
1 inch=2.54 cm



Eighth Grade – (Geometry)

Pre - Common Core

16cm

18cm

What is the volume of 

the closed cylinder?





Eighth Grade – (Geometry)
I CAN make sense of problems and persevere in solving them.

Common Core

A chessboard has a side length of 16 inches 
and a thickness of 1.5 inches. A closed 

Shift:
Application

and a thickness of 1.5 inches. A closed 
cylinder sitting on the chessboard has a height 
of 6 inches. The volume of the chessboard is 
equal to the volume of the cylinder. What is 
the radius of the cylinder? 



Algebra – (Linear Functions)

Pre - Common Core

What is the rate of change for the function 

described below?described below?

X -2 0 2 4 6

Y -14 -6 2 10 18





Algebra – (Linear Functions)

Common Core

Three different functions are expressed in three different ways:

x    f(x)

-3    -9
2y + 3 = 3x

-3    -9

3     3

6     9

(I)

(I I)

a) Which function has the greatest rate of change? Justify your 

response. 

(I I I)



Websites
EngageNY

http://engageny.org/resource/common-core-video-series-grade-k-module-5-mathematics-application-example

Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers 

• http://www.parcconline.org/parcc-content-frameworks

• http://www.ccsstoolbox.com/parcc/PARCCPrototype_main.html

• http://www.parcconline.org/samples/item-task-prototypes

The Dana Center

• http://www.utdanacenter.org/• http://www.utdanacenter.org/

Unpacking the CCLS done by the North Carolina Department of Education:

http://www.ncpublicschools.org/acre/standards/common-core-tools/#unmath

Teaching Channel

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/real-world-geometry-lesson?fd=1

Other Common Core sites

https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/real-world-geometry-lesson?fd=1

http://www.commoncore.org/

http://vimeo.com/33163602

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/
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